UNIFORM RULES OF COURT FOR THE DISTRICT AND
STATUTORY COUNTY COURTS OF DENTON COUNTY, TEXAS

. Title I. General Rules
Rule 1.1: Title, Scope, Authority and Application of Local Rules

1.1.1 These Rules are the Local Rules of Court of Denton County, Texas. They shall
govern proceedings in the District and Statutory County Courts of Denton County, Texas, for the
purpose of securing uniformity and fairness in those proceedings and in order to promote justice.

1.1.2 The term “Courts” shall refer to the District and Statutory County Courts of
Denton County, Texas, and/or any other court who subsequently adopts these Rules as their
Local Rules.

1.1.3  These Rules are adopted by the trial judges of the District and Statutory County
Courts acting in concert pursuant to the inherent power of courts to control and guide the trial
and disposition of causes, and pursuant to the provisions of the Supreme Court’s order of
September 13, 1999, as amended, adopting Rules of Judicial Admihistration and to the provision
of the Court Administration Act, Sec. 74.093, Government Code, as amended.

1.1.4 These Rules are standing order of all District and Statutory County Courts of this
county, now existing or as may be created hereafter. Knowing or intentional violation of these
Rules may be punished by contempt or other sanction authorized by law or by rules of procedure
as the trial judge may deem appropriate.

1.1.5 For purposes of these Rules, juvenile cases originating under Title 3, Juvenile
Justice Code, of the Texas Family Code are neither criminal nor civil;, however, for juveniles
incarcerated pending a contested adjudication, the case shall be given at least the priority
afforded an adult criminal case.
Rule 1.2: -~ Repeal and Effective Date

1.2.1 All prior Local Rules are repealed as of the effective date of these Rules.

1.2.2 These Rules are effective September 1, 2003, or at such later date as they may be
approved by the Supreme Court. They shall govern all proceedings occurring on or after their
effective date.

Rule 1.3: Attorneys’ Responsibilities to the Court

1.3.1 Attorneys are officers of the Court and shall assist the Court in maint4injngproper
decorum at all times Court is in session. '
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1.3.2  Attorneys shall be responsible for familiarizing their clients, witnesses, and all
other people in attendance at the attorney’s request with the appropriate courtroom decorum. It
shall be the attorney’s duty to familiarize all such persons specifically with Rule 1.5 governing
conduct in the Courtroom.

1.3.3  Attorneys shall have the duty to assist the Court in expediting trials and hearings
consistent with their duty to provide zealous representation to their client. This responsibility
shall include the duty of attorneys to waive formal proof regarding any documents to be
introduced into evidence where there is no reasonable dispute as to the authenticity of the
document

1.3.4 Attorneys shall be familiar with the Lawyer’s Creed and shall have the
responsibility to conduct themselves during Court proceedings in accordance with the spirit
thereof.

Rule 1.4: Commencement of Proceedings

Each daily session of Court shall be brought to order by announcement of the bailiff,
clerk, or other officer of the Court, requiring all persons to rise as the Judge and jury take their
place.

Rule 1.5: Conduct in Courtroom

1.5.1 All persons in the Courtroom shall be attentive to the proceedings and cause no

distraction. Conferences or conversations to which the Court is not privy shall not be conducted

in the courtroom while court is in session.

1.5.2 No person is permitted to sit on railings, tables, desks, chair arms or prop feet on
furniture or fixtures.

1.5.3 Beverages, food, chewing gum, candy, and tobacco products are not permitted in
the courtroom, unless specifically authorized by the Judge of the court.

1.5.4 No communication devices shall be operated in the courtroom. No audible
sounds from communication devices shall be permitted.

1.5.5 " Overt adveftising, campaign buttons, and campaign materials are prohibited in the
courtroom.

1.5.6 Gestures, facial expressions, sounds, signs, or other action indicating approval or
disapproval of any proceedings should be avoided.
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1.5.7  All persons in the courtroom shall be attired in a manner reflecting the dignity of
the Court.

1.5.8 The Court and attorneys shall address each other without familiarity. The use of
first names should be avoided.

Rule 1.6: Conduct of Hearing or Trial

1.6.1 Tnal participants, including attofneys, parties, and witnesses, shall be prompt for
all docket calls and commencement of proceedings. Witnesses shall be available when called.

1.6.2 Attorneys should report théir presence to the bailiff prior to the docket call.

1.6.3 During proceedings in which an attorney participates, the attorney should remain
seated at counsel table except when addressing the Court or jury or when leave has been granted
to approach the bench, witness board, or publish an exhibit to the jury.

1.6.4 Objections shall be in proper legal form. Argument will not be entertained by the
Court on an objection except upon leave of the Court.

1.6.5 The State, plaintiff, or moving party shall be seated at the counsel table nearer the
jury box.

Rule 1.7: Signing of Pleadings and Pro Se Parties

1.7.1 Every pleading of a party represented by an attorney shall be signed by at least
one attorney of record in the attorney’s name, with the attorney’s State Bar of Texas
identification number, address, telephone number, and, if available, telecopier number and e-mail
address. A party not represented by an attorney shall sign their own pleadings, state their
address, telephone number, and, if available, telecopier number and e-mail address.

1.7.2  Any natural person proceeding on their own behalf without an attorney shall be
expected to read and follow these Local Rules and the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, the Rules
of Evidence, the Code of Criminal Procedure, and the Rules of Appellate Procedure as may be
appropriate in the particular case. Failure to comply may be sanctioned, fined, or punished as in
other cases.

Rule 1.8: Conflicting Settings and Lawyer Vacations

1.8.1 A “conflicting setting” exists when an attorney is already set for trial or hearing in
another Court or an attorney is assigned to more than one Court at the same time.

1.8.2 An attorney shall inform all Courts in which the attorney is set for hearing or trial
if the attorney has a conflicting setting, which information shall be verified upon request of

Uniform Rules of Court for the District and Statutory County Courts of Denton County, Texas - Page 3



opposing counsel.

1.8.3  Insofar as practicable, Judges should attempt to agree on which case has priority,
considering the following priorities: :

(a) Criminal cases

(b) Case given preference by statute
(©) Preferentially set cases

(d)  Case with earliest filing date

(e) Case set at earliest date by a Court official

(3] Denton County District and Statutory County Courts will yield to District
and Statutory County Courts in rural counties in an instance of conflicting
settings where necessary to utilize a called jury panel.

1.8.4 A lower priority case delayed by a conflicting setting shall be continued until the
conflict is resolved or the case is reset.

1.8.5 [Ifan attorney of record has filed a vacation letter with the Court Coordinator
specifying the dates on which the attorney will be unavailable for Court appearances, not later
than 45 days prior to the attorney’s designated vacation and there is no conflicting trial setting
request on file, no hearings or trials shall be set in a case, and no orders submitted under Rule
1.13 shall be entered, for which the attorney of record has filed a vacation letter.

Rule 1.9: Continuances, Passes, and Subsequent Settings

1.9.1 A “continuance” is a delay of a hearing or final trial setting requested by one
party, and for purposes of these Rules, is charged against the requesting party.

1.9.2  A"pass” is a delay of a hearing or final trial setting that is mutually agreed upon
by the parties, and for purposes of these Rules, is charged against both parties.

1.9.3  The first continuance and/or first pass shall be granted on or prior to
announcement day without necessity of showing cause, subject to approval by the trial judge.
All continuances and subsequent passes shall be granted only when required for a fair disposition
of litigation or when a setting is in conflict with a setting having a higher priority under these
Rules or as provided by law. Substitution of counsel is ordinarily not good cause for subsequent
continuances. A case passed or continued because of an attorney’s vacation may not receive a
setting except upon agreement of the parties or upon good cause shown.

1.9.4 A tnal date cannot be postponed or changed without the consent of the Court.

Except for good cause shown, any Motion for Continuance will be filed no less than 7 days prior
to the trial date and will be heard by the Court in the courtroom at 2:00 p.m. on the Thursday
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